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detractors and enemies, for whom he had grown too powerful.
It had been suggested to the Empress that he was not suffici-
ently devout, and the Princess too was attacked."
Posthumous hatred is still levelled against him. There is,
for instance, the anonymous work Kaiser und Kan^ler (Hesse
und Becker, Leipzig) in which Billow is vilified as the Father
of Lies. The style in which it is couched can never be pleasant.
Even in ordinary conversation it is unbearable to have some-
one continually catching up another's words. And in this
pamphlet the anonymous writer catches up and picks to
pieces every word of Billow.
The one thing certain is that Billow cannot be acquitted,
whether he read the article, as the Kaiser had intended him
to do and as so many witnesses maintain that he did, or
whether he did not read it, as he himself stated. Billow
personally—at any rate in my presence—avoided any dis-
cussion of this theme. Here all the riddles of his life, closely
intermingled with those of the Emperor's and also of Eulen-
burg's and Holstein's, become interwrapped to form an all-
engulfing riddle of titanic dimensions. Let us say then that he
had, contrary to his own statements, read the article. How
could he have been so short-sighted as not to foresee the storm
which the Emperor's statements therein contained were
bound to raise ? How could he have failed to foresee that
the self-respect of every Englishman would flare up in fury
at the claim that the Kaiser's plan of campaign against the
Boers would have set England on the way to victory ? The
suggestion that Lord Roberts had followed the Kaiser's
plan, even if he had arrived at it on his own initiative,
would be read as a suspicion that the British general had
plagiarised the Kaiser. And how indignant France and Russia
were bound to be at the idea that they were alleged to be trying
to set the German Emperor against England, whereas Billow
was well aware how persistently his Emperor, under the
affectionate name of " Willy," was egging on the Russian
Emperor," Nicky," against Uncle Edward and England. And
how could Billow fail to foresee that the soul of die German
nation must cry out at the thought that the Kaiser had be-
trayed their kinsmen, the Boers, to their tormentors, and that
he was urging upon England a policy different from that
which the German nation desired, and which he himself had

